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Quiz time for members at large 

Can you name the four people in this picture who  

represented you in the latest protest? 

1st to reply to your President wins a prize! 

Cindy.Gage@d20.osstf.ca 

 

 

 

OSSTF/FEESO Newsletter 

Local District 20 

Teachers are supporting 

$15 and Fairness and the 

Repeal of Bill 148 to 

protect our Union Rights 

 

 

You have the right to have union representation in 

meetings with Admin.  

The union office can be used by teachers as 

available space to support your professional 

initiatives. 

Check ESS to ensure you are being paid in the right 

category and the right year of experience. 

Don’t forget that teachers can get discounts!  Click the 

logo to remember the opportunities for education 

workers.   We all need to be reminded that education 

has its advantages. 

The Ontario Health Coalition is having a rally at 

Queens Park on Tuesday, October 23rd, 2018 at 

12:00 p.m.  The theme of the rally is Stand Up to 

protect our health care due to a review of health 

care that anticipates cuts. 

OSSTF is monitoring the situation to determine 

the intent around our upcoming negotiations 

mailto:Cindy.Gage@d20.osstf.ca
https://www.edvantage.ca/
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Curriculum  

Telephone Town Halls for Government  

Consultations on Education in Ontario 

Members are encouraged to register and participate in the town halls and share their opinions. It is 

critical that educators, who know best what works and what doesn't and who value Ontario's publicly 

funded education system, have their voices heard. 

 The Ontario Government has just opened registration for telephone town halls related to its 
consultations on education in Ontario. Town halls are set by region and take place during the day or in 
the evening. If members want questions and comments to go forward to the Town Hall on October 26th, 
12-1:30pm, you can also send them through your President by sending them to 
Cindy.Gage@d20.osstf.ca. 
 
Greater Toronto Area ï West  
October 25: 6:30 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. (Hamilton)  
October 26: 12:00 p.m. ï 1:30 p.m. (Peel, Halton)  
October 29: 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (Niagara) 

Toronto  
October 25: 12:00 p.m. ï 1:30 p.m.  
October 27: 2:00 p.m. ï 3:30 p.m.  
November 1: 8:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

 

¶ Harvey attended our first Canadian Teachersô Federation 

meeting.  

¶ The Minister of Education has agreed to a more substantive 

meeting with OSSTF.  

¶ The Sussex Strategy group has been hired by OSSTF to 

develop strategy to deal with this government.  A 

reasonable, calm, and intelligent approach to dealing with 

this government has been suggested. 

¶ OSSTF has recommended a review of Ontarioôs Funding 

Formula and has suggested changes around the role of 

school boards in the negotiation process. 

¶ Interest arbitration (delaying resolution on grievances) to 

out spend the other side as a tactic has increased.  OSSTF 

has asked for a review to discourage this practice. 

 

OSSTF is continuing 

to support Kids Help 

Phone 
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President 

Cindy Gage 

 

 

Member Protection 

Jim Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Steve Spisak and Stephanie Briggs, our Vice Presidents, participated in 

the first Provincial Council of the year. Kelly McCarthy, Branch 

President at Nelson, was there in his role as an OTF Governor.   The 

whole Council acknowledged Orange Shirt Day in the spirit of 

reconciliation and because Every Child Matters. 

 

There was a Town Hall call on October 

16th, at 7pm so members could ask 

questions about the lump sum clawed 

back from EI. 

 

Sick days can be taken for a cold or 

the flu, but also for mental health.  They 

can also be used for specialist, doctor 

and dentist appointments.   

 

The multisite Joint Health and Safety Committee (JHSC) will no longer 

be the model our Board uses for workplaces.  The change in structure 

will mean that a worker, not necessarily a teacher, will be trained to do 

inspections.  It is important to bring issues forward to your local Branch 

representative to keep them informed for all of our members. 

The Collective 
Bargaining Committee 
is being created in 
order to ramp up for 
negotiations since our 
current contract will 
end in August. 
 

There are no new 
grievances. 
 
All teachers (no 
exceptions) should 
appear on the 
supervision schedule 
and should be doing 
an equitable share. 
 

Branch Presidents had 
training on October 
16th to help better 
serve their members 
especially around the 
contract and staffing. 

Tip: Keep your receipts for online health submissions for one year since our 

claims can be audited at any time. 

Steve Spisak, Vice President, 

Stephanie Briggs, Vice 

President, Kelly McCarthy, BP 

Nelson and OTF Governor  



 

Political Action  

Teachers we need you to provide your feedback on the 

Government’s curriculum changes by following this link. 

https://www.ontario.ca/form/open-submissions-education-

ontario 

 

Labour Dinner 

Sherri Kerr is going to be recognized at the Oakville Labour 

Council Dinner for all of her hard work over the years with 

Health and Safety.  

There are a few Trustees that have come out in support of the ONE Public System and 

it will be interesting to watch the results of these elections around OSSTF’s position on the combination. 

 

Educational Services 

    
     

To register, please email your Bargaining Unit President with the number of Children (including ages) 

and adults planning to attend. 

https://www.ontario.ca/form/open-submissions-education-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/form/open-submissions-education-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/form/open-submissions-education-ontario


Communication 

Ginger Major 

Follow us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/District20teachers/) and Twitter 

(@OSSTFD20TEACHERS) for the latest updates if you 

 haven’t already found us online. 

 

Rights and Equity 

Advocacy to Activism Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer 

Jeff Boulton 

We have lost our renters in our office space but we are working on a plan for the space. 

 

Thank you to Kristen McCoy who volunteered to take minutes at the council meeting for our members. 

 

  

How can we put our ideas into action in consideration of equity issues?  Political strategies to 

help implement these ideas in your school will be examined.  Join us for this informative 

session and be an advocate. 

RSVP: Ginger.Major@d20.osstf.ca 

https://www.facebook.com/District20teachers/
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Events 
 

Remembrance Day 

Are you a veteran or have a relative who served?  

Two of our members, Kim Darby and 

Kelley McCarthy, will be laying a wreath in 

Burlington at the Remembrance Day 

ceremony.  Please join us at 11 am at the 

Cenotaph and for lunch to warm up after 

our apprecation has been given. 

November 11th, 2018 (100 years) 

 

Communications and Political Action Conference, CPAC 

Cindy Gage, Colin Post and Ginger Major will be attending this conference 

on November 2 and 3rd to discuss strategy for dealing with the 

government and best practices for communicating with members. 

 

50th Anniversary 

Next year our local will be 50 years old.  If you have any ideas around 

how we can commemorate our dedication to our members, please let 

your Branch Presidents know. 

 

 

  

Council Meeting Dates 

   November 20th 
   December 11th 
   January 22nd 
   February 19th 
   March 19th 
   April 16th 

 May 14th AGM 
   June 4th 

 
Parenting Workshop 
November 14th 
 
Retirement Workshop 
November 13th 
 
Advocacy to Activism 
Workshop will be on 
   November 29th 
 
 
 
 
December 7th will be our 7th 
annual Children’s Party from 5 
– 8 pm. 
 
Women’s Day Dinner will be 
March 6th 

 
Parenting Workshop 
April 24th 
 
OTIP and Educators 
Retirement/Financial 
Workshop 
April 25th 4:30 – 7:30 
 
Second annual Family Fun 
Picnic will be on May 31st at 
Lowville Park. 
 

DATES TO NOTE 

 

Check out the deals for 

teachers through Johnson’s 

Insurance  

 



 

 

Full Release 

  President  Cindy Gage 

   Cindy.Gage@d20.osstf.ca 

  Member Protection Jim Young 

   Jim.Young@d20.osstf.ca 

  Health and Safety Doug Thompson  

   Doug.Thompson@d20.osstf.ca 

Executive 

  Vice President  Steven Spisak 

   Steven.Spisak@d20.osstf.ca 

  Vice President  Stephanie Briggs 

   Stephanie.Briggs@d20.osstf.ca 

  Treasurer  Jeff Boulton 

   Jeff.Boulton@d20.osstf.ca 

  Educational Services Janet Scott 

   Janet.Scott@d20.osstf.ca 

  Communication Ginger Major 

   Ginger.Major@d20.osstf.ca  

   Speaker  Judy Wedeles 

   Judy.Wedeles@d20.osstf.ca 

  

  

                 Branch Representatives 

If you have any concern in your workplace, 
please let your local branch representative 
know and they can help guide you through 
the process. 
 
 

 
We have been supporting members in the 
Province for 100 years. 

Abbey Park   John Maras, Paul Uzarowski (Alt) 
Acton   Daryl LeBlanc 
Aldershot-  Stephen Lindeman 
Burlington Central  Angelo Mihalis 
Craig Kielburger - Scott Nicholson 
Dr. Frank J. Hayden  Jennifer Plens/Kristen McCoy (Co-BPs) 
Garth Webb-  Jennifer Patterson 
Gary Allan  Jennifer Hicks 
Georgetown  Joe Kenney/Kyle Stewart (Co-BPs) 
Iroquois Ridge   James Caldwell,  
Milton -   Jamie Newman/Rod Whate 
MMR-    Rory Papin  
Nelson   Kelly McCarthy/Kim Kerr (Co-BPs), Sheila Ross (Alt) 
New St./Itinerant  Cindy Consentino 
OTHS   Rob Sargant 
Robert Bateman  Paige Murphy/Colin Post (Co-BPs) 
Syl Aps   Sarah Jane Black(leave)/Scott Warram 
TAB   Judy Wedeles, Jennifer Galbraith (ALT) 
WOSS   S. Marciniak/N. Bhabha (Co-BPs), B. Hussain (ALT) 
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